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Commodore's Report
By Brian Jenney

e s Another Season of Memories

The people | have met and the memories | have made from

sailing this year are etched in my mind forever.
IN THIS ISSUE

First, | need to start with the 100th Port Huron to Mackinac
Race. My son, Ethan, did the race last year and was seasick for
4 Vice Commodore’s Report hours. As soon as we finished the race, mind you we were the
pickle boat, | asked him if he thought he might want to do it
again next year. Without a moment of hesitation, he replied,

7 Chicago Mackinac Race History “hellyes dad!” That certainly brought a huge smile to my face.

1 Commodore’s Report

6 Rear Commodore’s Report

9 Kudos to Race Committee In May, his twin brother, Winston came to me and asked if he
could also do the race. | said yes, that they both could be crew

+ for the Mac Race this year, but they had to do all the Wednesday
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night races leading up to the Mac. They both followed through with their commitment.

The night before the race as we rested in our room at the St. Clair Inn, we reviewed weather and discussed the
shifts for the race. | could tell that Winston was a little nervous for his first race. We arose early from our beds,
showered, walked through the drive through at Tim Hortons since the inside was not open yet, and picked up
some breakfast, walked to Taku, jumped aboard, and headed to the start.

There was a delay at the start due to the light winds. This worked out well as it gave us all time to get ready for
the start and to get comfortable with all of us on the boat.

The race itself was very special this year because there were eight other identical Beneteau 40.7s racing with
us in our class this year. Many of the boats were from Chicago. During the race, you could always locate at
least two other 40.7s in sight of us. The weather, night sky, sunrises, and sunsets were magical. At one point
after sunset, | looked back behind us, and | counted at least thirty boats with their light glimmering in the
background.

On another note, Ethan did get sick for a brief time again on this race. Winston told me he was fine and that he
did not get seasick. | told Winston, there is a rule on boats that we do not talk about getting sick and we do not
bring any bananas on board. Sure enough, thirty minutes later, Winston was getting sick off the back of the
boat. I did not tell him | told you so, but | did smile a bit as | got them both some ice chips. Lessons learned on
the water. The phones are put away and we are all focused on the boat and making it go faster. Real
conversations are also happening as we glide the boat up the beautiful Michigan shoreline.

We finished around noon on Monday and as we pull into the slip at Mackinac Island Marina, my wife Heidi, my
kids, my sisters, and my dad are all there welcoming us to the Island. | am always overcome with emotion at
that moment. All the preparation, all the work, all the crew coordination pays off and we safely arrive to
Mackinac Island. We also did much better this year and we were not even close to being the pickle boat! Let
the partying begin, but first, | told my boys to get on either side of me to take a photo in front of Taku. What a
special moment in my life. | could not be more elated to have my boys on either side of me as we completed
the 100th Port Huron to Mac together. | will cherish it forever and my boys will remember doing that race with
me the rest of their lives!

After one of the Spring Sunset Series races, | noticed Charles Clark on Rhapsody in Blue waiving me down. |
was about sixty yard in front of him and motoring back into Jefferson Beach Marina. We went back to check on
them and they needed a tow into their slip, which is also at JBM. Of course, we agreed to assist them. | slowly
came around their leeward side, they tossed us a line, and we slowly crept by and tied the line off on our
starboard aft cleat. We motored in slowly to avoid any stress on either of our boats. As we approached H dock,
we slowed down to just over one knot of speed, tossed the line, and watched Charles glide across the boat for
a perfect docking into his slip. Well done Mr. Clark! The next week when | came back to my boat, | found a
thank you card and a case of beer in my fridge! Totally not necessary but this is what we do for each other as
sailors. Itis a special bond that we share with each other. The respect and love of the water and its forces. |
was extremely glad that | was there to help another member when they needed some assistance. Again,
another fond memory.
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Just a few weeks ago | took out nine other staff and attorneys from my law firm. Every year, | try and take a
group out from work. This year, we had perfect weather with dry conditions and around ten knots of breeze.
We left the dock around 5:30 pm and sailed until it was dark, not pulling into the dock until9 pm. Some of my
guests had never been on a sailboat before and by the end of the night | had them helming. Granted | only had
the #2 up and no main but we were doing 6.2 knots. The evening started out cloudy but then the sky to the
west started to clear and the magical red and orange hues of color started to appear everywhere. After sailing,
we pulled into the slip and everyone remained on the boat, sitting in the cockpit talking about what a wonderful
time they had. The following week on Monday, | received many thank you texts and comments that the
background picture they have on their respective phones are from the sailing cruise they took on Taku.
Memories shared and more memories made.

Finally, the memories made from being Commodore for all of you and this great sailing club are special. You all
have been incredibly supportive and providing me any assistance when needed. | feel, as Commodore, | am
giving back a little bit to the sport | love. It has also given me the chance to make memories with all of you and
enjoy the Wednesday night races and the cruises. | look forward to the twelve races consisting of the Sunset
Series all year. Great Memories are made every Wednesday night on the course and back at the dock sharing
beverages and stories.

| again want to thank all the club members for all their support. | particularly want to thank all the Race
Committee, Vice Commodore Dan Guendelsberger, Rear Commodore Michael Sherwood, Secretary Kathy
Sherrer, Treasurer Samantha Flemming, and the Trustees, Andy Schultz, Mark Bowery, Dara Blaty and all of the
Committee Chairs. You and all your work are what makes our Club so special.

Cheers to more sailing memories! | hope to see you all at the Lake Shore Sail Club Ball December 7th at the St.
Clair Inn. T ‘

KEMPKLEIN

Lingitude Marine

ANY DEGREE OF SERVICE REQUIRED
www.longitudemarine.com

)
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Vice Commodore's Report

By Dan Guendelsberger

Happy October and welcome back to the Log!
We have a bit of catching up to do.

First of all, | would like to offer a big welcome to the new members in 2024 — Sandy Davis & Jeni Elliott, Tom &
Karen Srigley, Delaney Tepel and Ron & Linna Wiand.

The Winter Outing featured a Euchre Tournament and Right-Left-Center. CSYC graciously allowed us to use
their clubhouse.

It was a gorgeous, sunny afternoon with a beautiful view of Lake St Clair. The Euchre competition was fierce
with the top 4 prizes going to Tom Fraser, Chuck Blaty, Mike Sherwood and Tim McGuire. The Pickle-Boat
award required a 5-round rock-scissor-paper tie-breaker between Bob Mann and Mary Fraser — which Bob
won 1-0 after an incredible string of 4 ties! Great minds think alike.

The Right-Left-Center action was just as intense with dice and dollars flying to and fro. | lost track of the final
tally, but rumor has it Mike & Kathy McGuire were weighed down with their winnings.

Many thanks to Mike and Bernadine Sherwood for making the arrangements with CSYC, Cathy and Tim
McGuire for providing the sumptuous desserts and to my lovely wife Susanne for ordering and delivering the
pizza! And thank you CSYC!

The 3™ annual Ice Breaker Regatta was a great success with 27 Boats in 3 windward/leeward races.

LSSC was well represented by Bill Hamilton (Phoenix — 2" ORC B), Brian Smith & Steve Tepel (Solo Cup - 1*
PHRF C), Bob Mann (Mystic — 3 C&C) and Rick Ripard (My Way Too — 1%t Club JAM).

Special thanks to everyone who made this race possible. Danielle Templeton (PRO), Mark Bowery and Susan
(Committee Boat), Tom Scherr (Bots and Marks Boat), Mike McGuire (Scorer), Race Committee (Linda Evo,
Sheila Fleming, Kathy McGuire, Kathy Riess, Sharon Murray, Carol Walker, Susanne Guendelsberger, Mark &
Peggy Stephenson) and Impromptu Post-Race Prep Michael & Bernadine Sherwood.

The Memorial Day Outing was a picnic at Stony Creek. We had typical LSSC cruising weather with 15-20 knot
winds, but that didn’t deter us from having a great time with food, friends and a challenging game of charades.

The Labor Day Cruise at Belle River Marina started with a gorgeous sail across Lake St. Clair.

There were a handful of boats for the weekend — Taku (Brian, Heidi, Ethan, Olivia & Iris Jenney), Harmony (Joey
& Beth Baker), elevation (Tim & Cathy McGuire), Windfall (Pat & Nancy Folk) and Cheers! (Dan & Susanne
Guendelsberger). We also had a motor-cruiser (Mike & Kathy McGuire), a day-tripping power boat (Rick & Kim
Ripard with JJ & Kathy Scherrer) and a cottager walk-in (Chris & Zoey Bates).

Tow 2 BoatUS: cWGROBBEL

= > Lake,St¥Clair . —=w. ¢ =i FOOD FOR GENERATIONS
=y o= h:smusuﬂsm — n e — o :

> 586.783.7700.
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it was a nice weekend of food, drink and tall tales. Beth Baker won the LSSC Trivia contest with her
extensive club knowledge.

Heavy winds on Monday provided a good excuse to extend the weekend and the harbor master generously
provided the extra night for free to encourage us to stay. The Jenney’s escaped by car and the intrepid
Bakers snuck out during an afternoon lull, but the rest of us hung out and wrapped up the day with a pizza
party on Windfall.

And that’s what happened in 2024! | would like to close by saying THANK YOU for the opportunity to
represent and serve LSSC as your 56™ Vice Commodore! It has been a fast and fun year.

Cheers!

VC Dan

JRAGONMEAD

BREWERY

QUANTUMGAILS

" WINE DOCK _

LIQUOR

BEER & WINE

et Moocts

St. Clar Sailboat Center
We Keep It Funl

% LINCOLN

Bob Reed
586-530-3316

Bob@Scsainant com
24400 Jefferson Ave, 51. Clok Shores, M| 48080 A I M

WAW SCSAILBOAT COM

g
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Rear Commodore's Report

By Mike Sherwood

| am thankful for the opportunity to represent and serve the membership of the LSSC as Rear Commodore and
to continue the high quality of the traditional experience we all appreciate. Over the years, the tradition has
been that our members have contributed generously of their time and talent to further the growth and stability
of LSSC. | too, value all of LSSC traditions and being elected as the Rear Commodore only ensures that these
traditions continue for incessant growth.

In my years with LSSC, | have come to recognize the importance of “Race”, which is a very integral part of the
club and | hope that over the years we all assist in making not only “Race”, but all events and functions a
continued success.

The September 18th sailing awards are behind us, with planning already being considered for next year’s races.
Congratulations to all those who did compete in the Sunset Series and Club Series, as racing this year has
been exceptional, when the wind cooperated. (I would like to note that there were no scheduled races
canceled).

As Rear Commodore, exercising my responsibilities through 2024, | am left wondering as to where September
went. It was bad enough when summer ended at Labor Day — but where is fall? Temperatures have been
extremely mild for this time of the year and then suddenly, it just happens; it's going to be getting dark before 5
PM. Next thing someone is going to tell me is that Thanksgiving is just around the corner and there are only so
many shopping days until Christmas Rest assured that there is more planning to do for club functions not only
for the rest of the year, but also for events in 2025. As most club members are aware, this is still an active time
of the year for everyone at LSSC. Please keep in mind that there are still some events left until the end of 2024.
The annual elections of Bridge and Board positions, which take place in November, along with some of the
annual LSSC trophies to be awarded. Members are encouraged to attend this event in November, to not only
meet other members, but to cast your vote for different Bridge and Board candidates. There’s the annual Past
Commodore lobster roast and also the annual steak roast with the steak roast being held at the Grosse Pointe
Park Tompkins Center, but the most important event to happen before the end of 2024 is the annual
Commodores Ball. The Ball, with still a lot of planning to do, is scheduled for December the 7th at the St. Clair
Inn.

Planning for 2025 is already taking place and back by “popular demand* is a winter outing of a euchre
tournament, which tentatively is to be held at CSYC with trophies given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.

Keeping membership informed of all activities is imperative, so please watch your email inbox and mark your
calendars, as plans are being made for other future events.

, ‘ MlcroCODE
' Incorporated < flagstar
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Chicago Mackinac Race History

-Sent by Bill Hamilton
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Chicago Mackinac Race History, cont.

-Sent by Bill Hamilton

The LOG

CHicAGO YACHT CLUB

CHICcAGO, IL T0 MACKINAG MI
By Jeff Condon

0 MACKINAC

t, CHICAGO YACHT ¢
% |\ RACE TO MACKIN, Alélm

* % WINTRUST 4 o

Monday, July 24 0300 H
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frontal systems, random storms, andlsmall o W}']“ Oll)t of the north taking us up the
thermal breezes caused by rising hot air and W channel to Waugoshance Lighthouse,

falling cooler air. With no prevailing wind General S/IIf/HMJS Trying our best to inch out of 5th place.

direction and no macro systems coming
through, the forecast for this race was for

uncertainty. ' _
The owners of J/109 Pheonix, Bill Hamilton and Matt

Vallus (Lake Shore Sail Club), had always wanted to sail the
Chicago Mackinac Race. They regularly sail with my br.oth-
er, Holt Condon (LTYC and StFYC), who in turn recruited
me, Jennifer Porter (StFYC and NHYC Non-Calm Alumnus),
and Alex Millie (Stanford Sailing), along with their friends
Gary Goolsby and Jon Nevedal (USN).

There were 14 J/109 on the starting line, which is a
dream come true for a competitive sailor looking for equal-
ity in competition.

Saturday, July 22, 1200 hours - Chicago: The starting
line was set for a broad reach, allowing us to sail the rhum-
bline straight north to the upper peninsula.

1600 hours — Off Milwaukee: Hit by a thunderstorm with
lighting, shifty and puffy breeze, and intermittent rain del-
uges.

2200 hours — Off Sheboygan: Next storm was a squall
with cranking breeze, wind shifts and sail changes. After the
storm passed over, we had 25 knots out of the south.

Sunday, July 23 400 Hours — Crossing Lake Michigan to
the east side: Lots of wind and a few out-of-control boats,
but Pheonix was sailing fast.

700 Hours — Off Ludington: We awoke to Sunday morn-
ing with bright sunshine and zero breeze. We inched up
Lake Michigan, searching for a breath of wind. Tight fleet
with the top five J/109s lined up.

1200 Hours — Off Ludington: Holt and Matt made the
call to head to the beach on the Michigan side and pick up
a microthermal to put Pheonix in first place for the J/109
class.

1700 Hours — Off Frankfort: The breeze filled in and we
approgched the turn at Naked Bear Island at sunset in first
place in the J/109 fleet and second place overall corrected.

16
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1200 Hours — Mackinac Straits: |n dth

place now. Jibing dead downwind, trying

to catch 3rd place. Making progress and gaining on the
leaders but running out of time.

Monday, July 24 1432 Hours - Mackinac Island:
Finished in 4th place, 15 minutes behind the lead boat.
Cracked open a bottle of whiskey and proceeded to the
dock for shenanigans, followed by more shenanigans, fol-
lowed by navy-blue-bIazer-in-horse-and-buggy shenanij-
gans (Mackinac has famously banned the automobile in
favor of horse drawn transportation).

Overall Race Assessment: Excellent boat, great crew,
and a memorable race. We benefited from this race’s
inherent shiftiness on Sunday afternoon and were penal-
ized by it on Sunday night. We finished 4th out of 13 in
our J/109 division and 7th out of 105 for the Mackinac
Trophy. | honestly think we could have won the entire
event if we found a breath of wind Sunday night, but
someone else was smarter or luckier. It was a thrill to be in

the hunt. FI
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Race Committee Kudos

By: Sheila Fleming

Writer’s Note: This article is being written for both the Lake Shore Sail Club Log and the Great Lakes Yacht Club
Telltale/Old Salt Story submission. My apologies to those of you that are members of both clubs and will see it
twice.

As many of you know, I’ve been around the sailing community a long time, since my parents joined Lake Shore
Sail Club in 1974. That is quite a stretch of time, but | don’t consider myself an “Old Salt.” In fact, | believe there
are many more sailing adventures ahead of me.

My involvement with the Race Committee goes way back, likely to my high school days. In the mid-1980s, my
dad’s Cal 9.2 had some manufacturer defects that prevented him from racing, but he still wanted to stay
involved so he joined the DRYA Race Committee. During those summers when | was home from Central
Michigan University, he asked me to help with race scoring.

I’lL be honest—it wasn’t always easy or fun for a 19- or 20-year-old to get up at 7 a.m. on a Saturday, but | went
along. Looking back, it wasn’t easy for Dad either, but | digress. Those early mornings taught me the ins and
outs of Race Committee work. Back then, things were much more formal—everyone wore white, and the
seasoned Past Commodores on the committee often sported their Commodore’s jackets or blue blazers.

In the late 1990s the Sailing World NOODs came along. We raced that for several years on ltsfunagain until we
didn’t for whatever reason. In the mid-2000s, | have a race committee shirt from 2006, | switched gears and
starting working on the C-Course Race Committee under PRO Commodore Tim Rumptz. | have good memories
of those races, sure, there were probably some bad, rainy, windy races, but | can’t say | remember them.

Over the years, I've worked on various committees, including LSSC’s Team Race Committee and many DRYA
races. But it wasn’t until 2015 that | took on a new challenge. | spoke with Linda Evo and asked if there was
room for me on the BYC Mackinac Race Committee. She said yes, and I’ve been on the start line for every race
since—except one. We’ve also been part of the finish line team until BYC switched to using the yellow brick
system to capture the finishes. Next time you pass the Mackinac Race Committee signal boat, be sure to wave
and say, "Hi!" We’re usually on the bow, with Linda on the start clock, and me handling flags alongside our good
friend Torrey Stackpoole from BYC.

This leads me to a moment that made me incredibly proud: a highlight of our work on the Mackinac Race. As
you know, 2024 marked the 100th running of the BYC Mackinac Race. The Dossin Great Lakes Museum on
Belle Isle is hosting an exhibit that chronicles the race’s history, and | highly recommend checking it out before
the year ends.

One Sunday afternoon in August, | told Rob | wanted to visit the exhibit. As we walked through the museum, we
made our way to the Mackinac Race section. The exhibit was beautifully done and brought back a flood of
memories. About halfway through, we came across a display dedicated to the Race Committee—highlighting
how integral we are to the race’s success. To my surprise, | spotted a photo from the 2023 race featuring the
Race Committee boat with Linda, Torrey, and me on the bow, preparing for the countdown. It could have been
anyone, but there we were, frozen in time. | couldn’t help but call to Rob, who was looking at a different part of
the exhibit; “Look! It’s us!”

| took a photo of the display and immediately shared it with Linda and Torrey. You might have already seen the
picture—it was featured in Mike McGuire’s 2024 calendar for the month of August.
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Race Committee Kudos Cont.

By: Sheila Fleming

All of this is just a long-winded way of saying: for those of you who may not always think to do so, take a moment
to thank the Race Committee. We show up for each and every race, often behind the scenes, making sure
everything runs smoothly. Without the Race Committee, there would be no race at all.

So, the next time you’re out on the water, remember to wave and give a little shout-out to the volunteers who
help make it all happen!

' safety inspections,
6 = with 15 years of RC

The Wake Family cq
their winning flag i
Detroit Historical Society (

Torrey in orange, Sheila in green and Linda in black aboard Otseketa for the start of the 2023 Bayview Mackinac Race

The LOG| Lake Shore Sail Club Newsletter




October 2024 - Issue 59 Vol 1. . " K Lake Shore Sail Club Newsletter
SC

Thank You to our Advertising Sponsors

HARDWARE COMPANY

MARINE OUTFITTERS
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Todd B. Jones 95 St Jean Street
President Detroit, Michigan 48214
saildry@aol.com 313.886.6094

www.BetterSailing.com
Everything for Sailing Since 1919

MIKE’S

MARINE SUPPLY

24910 Jefferson Ave St Clair Shores, M| 48050
wwwmikesmarine com or call us at: (586) 775-3200

Jeni & Sandy Davis
17860 Mack Ave, Grosse Pointe, M| 48230
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albatrossembroidery@agmail.com
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35942 Jefferson
Harrison Twp., Michigan 48045

sales@kentsail.com
www. kentsail.com

AITKEN & ORMOND
& INSURANCE &
O RISK MANAGEMENT

SINCE 1M8

Serving the Sailing Community for Over 75 Years

710 Notre Dame * Grosse Pointe MI 48236
586.949.5570
aitken-ormond.com
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JOHN CHRISTENSON Office: 586.563.4000
24400 JEFFERSON AVE, Cell: 586.615.2711
ST. CLAIRSHORES, MI 48080 Email: SOSjohn@live.com
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Anchor Bay Sailing
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Michael Clow

Race with us: Learn to sail:
Great sails, boltom & rigging Try sailing for the first ime
Safe, Fun & Fast = Wins Leam in a safe and fun way
J E F F E R s o N B E AC H Tuesday & Weekends Friday & various other days
" 313-300-4227 mdclow@gmail.com
SAFE HARBOR MARINA
e Wearin, X -
TME VOMELA COMPANIES 7 \ Sales \ Service
COMMERCIAL $
s mpany sales@dinghyconcepts.com
Steve Tepel o\\ . ‘*fo www.dinghyconcepts.com
1725 John R. Road Qv;;vw‘“‘o 586-879-3061
steve tepedtvomela com Troy. Michigan 48083 ceo
direct  248-786:0335 (248)743-2903
mobile 248-408-1195 www.yomela.com 29185 Calahan Rd Roseville, MI 48066

Great Lakes
Yacht Club

www.greatlakesyc.com

23900 Jefferson, St. Clair Shores, M| 48080
Phone: (586) 778-9510
Email: greatlakesyc@gmail.com
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POITE A

FUTILENG ThE BT OF GOSSEPOINT Ut

oy Fair winds and safe
sailing te our friends at
Lake Shore Sail Club!
(313) 640-8955
publisher@grossepointemagazine.com

azine.com

(586) 772-1200
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Mike Lucente

Proprietor of:
Harbor Lanes « Hazel Park Bowl « Wayne Bowl

~. Strain
Technologies, Inc.

Strain Gage Installations,
Instrumentation & Data Acquisition Services

Tim Thompson Cell (586) 9155252
Phone [313) 886-6530
20606 Harper Avenue Fax (313) 8866531
Harper Woods, MI Emall: TT@straintechnologies.com
48225 Web: www.straintechnologies.com
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